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The action of the play is laid in the parlor of the Kirkland Farm, Westville.
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ACTI
Scene 1= Lare alternowon in Movember, 1777
Scene 2 Early afternoon in March, 1775,
ACTH

Sarurday evening a week later,

ACTIN

The nest morning.

There will be a 10 Minote Intermission Berwesn Acts
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PROGRAN MO

Like Max Cheistmann, the Hessian hero of "The Pucswit of Happiness.” thers
wiere miny deserters frivm the Britsh Army during the Revolutionary War, One
hisroariun estimates that of the LRI German troeps {including Hessians) used
beri by the Brivish, aboar 3000 deserved, either to become wem hands ar 1o join the
Revalutionary Army against the Bravish, Congress andoubtedly encouraged such
dosertions in its issuance of @ manilesto in German, making a liberal ofter of land o
any boreign saldier who wished o leave the British service. This lictle docameni
wis enclosed in the wrappers: in which packets of tobicto were sald.

Mot all Hessian soldiers who foaght with the Bricish against America were
mercenaries, s iy penerally  believed. Mony  unfortunate Buropsns were
shanghmicd into the military service of the Landegrave of Hessie-Cassel. This
enterprising gentleman dil @ thriving business in selling these unwilling soldices
to thie Brivish government for milivary service. The money involved, usually seven
puineas i head, went directly into the coffers of the Landgrave of Hesse-Civeael ar
other Grerman poblemen who dabhled o this leicranive commerce.  [he poor
soldiers invelvesd received not a penny of the proceeds,

“The Pursuit of Happiness™ was originally intended by s authors as strictly a
social satire, but the almost-forgotten Colomnal custom of “hundling,” brought into
the play as o device, ran away with the comedy. The play's original New York run
wis @ long and prosperons one of 250 performances, I:]lll:u_'ﬂ.'u] by pourimg anad stock
successes in this country and all over the British Empire,

Rundling, the old New England custom, seems a scandalons torm of courting o
us toddoy, but the cold climate and poor heating arrangements of the eighteenth
century made it respectable, It was & merciful pracrice of early American folkwayvs
by which & Colonial man and maid could spark in a cold room. Rather than shiver
in the drafts they were with propriety permitted to slip under warm covers where,
properly safeguarded, they n:u-uﬂi chastely commune in peace. If rthe verses and
court records of New England are 10 be trusted, it was a custom that pleased the
devil withow cheating the austere morality of the Puritans.



